
This is a plan of Vndolanda’s fort, and the village
or ‘vicus’ that grew up outside its walls. As you
walk around the site, label the different buildings
in the spaces below.

1. Wells and Water Tanks

2. Roman House and Shop

3. Bath house

4. Severan Commander’s Residence

5. Replicas of Hadrian’s Wall

6.  Metal Workshops

7. Western Fort Gateway

8. Headquarters Building

9. Latrine

10. Commanding Officer’s Residence

Q1. Roman Bath house

The picture on the left shows a hypocaust (central heating)
system.

What circulated under the raised floor?

Hot Water  Hot Oil Hot Air

Soap, as we know it, had not  been invented in Roman times.
What was used instead? Goose fat, olive oil or crushed oyster
shell? Olive Oil was used as soap

A

Q2. Headquarters Building (Principia)

The HQ building had a large cross-hall marked A on this plan. This
was where soldiers were gathered to be addressed by their commanding
officer. Put an X on the plan to show where you think the officer
would have stood. The X marks the tribunal where the commander
addressed his men.

The room marked * had walls of double thickness and was sunk
under the floor. What was kept in such a secure room?
Army pay and savings
Military maps
Emergency weapons
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Crescens & Pacata (Answers for Commanding Officers only)
Crescens was a soldier here at Vindolanda and Pacata lived in the village outside the fort.

Follow this trail and discover what life was like here in Roman times.

✔



Q3. Replica Temple and Graveyard

Q4. Replica Roman House

Q5. Museum

Q6. Museum

Look at the lettering on the front of the temple.

Who was the temple dedicated to?

The Sacred Water Nymphs

Who built it?

The people of Vindolanda
Find Alicia’s tombstone beside the temple. How old was
she when she died?

__25___years  ___2____months  ___13__days

Draw and label three different types of Roman weapon in the boxes below. No. 1 should be a hand
held weapon, No. 2, a weapon that would have been thrown, and No. 3 a weapon which was fired by
machine.

No. 1 No. 2 No. 3

These are the two types of Roman pen found at Vindolanda.
One is used to write in ink on a smooth wooden writing
tablet. The other was used to scratch letters into the wax
surface of a stylus tablet. Which pen was used on wax
tablets and which was used to write in ink?

The latin word below is found on many of the writing
tablets from Vindolanda. What is it, and what do you think
it means?

                                SALUTE

                               Greetings

What was used to cover the floor of
the Roman house?

__________Bracken________

Listen closely to the commentary.
Once the fish sauce was used up, what
was the storage jar used for?

_____Storing  Water_____

What was the wooden frame
leaning against the left wall used
for?

Drying clothes

As a weaving loom

repairing fishing nets

✔

Stylus pen for writing on wax

Ink pen for writing on wood


